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SUBJECT: SPECIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION 

REF: A) SEOUL 1195 (DTG 130851ZFEB 78); B) SEOUL 1450 
(DTG 220735Z FEB 78). 

1 . 99TH SPECIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION WHICH OPENS FEBRUARY 25 
WILL PROVIDE FORUM FOR PRIME MINISTER S REPORT ON OVERALL 
STATE AFFAIRS. MARCH 2 AND 3 WILL BE DEVOTED TO PLENARY 
SESSION INTERPELLATION ON GOVERNMENT POLICIES, AND THREE 
DAYS BEGINNING MARCH 4 WILL WITNESS APPEARANCES BY CABINET 
MEMBERS BEFORE STANDING COMMITTEES OF ASSEMBLY. 

2. DRP AND YUJONG-HOE HAVE ANNOUNCED ONLY ONE BILL TO BE 
INTRODUCED DURING SESSION. IT DEALS WITH A CHANGE IN THE 
TAX LAWS AND SO FAR HAS ELICITED NO OPPOSITION FROM NDP. 

DRP HAS DENIED RUMORS THAT THEY HAVE ANY "SECRET" 
LEGISLATION READY TO BE INTRODUCED. DRP FLOOR LEADER, 

KIM YONG-TAE, OUTLINED RULING PARTY'S AIM TO "CALMLY" 
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CONDUCT ONLY ROUTINE BUSINESS (PARA 2, REFTEL A) DURING 
SESSION, AVOIDING BOTH CONFRONTATION WITH NDP AND "OVER- 
HEATING" OF ASSEMBLY. 

3. NEGOTIATIONS ARE CURRENTLY UNDERWAY WITHIN NDP TO 
DECIDE WHICH ITEMS OPPOSITION SHOULD RAISE IN ASSEMBLY. 
FREQUENTLY MENTIONED TOPICS CNETER ON (1) ECONOMIC ISSUES; 
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(2) ROK/US RELATIONS; AND (3) REVISION OF YUSIN SYSTEM 
FOR ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. IN ECONOMIC FIELD, ONE 
PROPOSAL UNDER DISCUSSION IS TO SEEK NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION 
AGAINST ALL CABINET MINISTERS WITH ECONOMIC PORTFOLIOS. 
SPECIFIC ECONOMIC CONCERNS CENTER ON INFLATION, CONTINUING 
PROBLEM OF REAL ESTATE AND APARTMENT SPECULATION, AND 
LABOR/MANAGEMENT RELATIONS (EMPHASIZING THE PROBLEM OF 
LOW WAGES). NDP INTEREST IN ROK/US RELATIONS DEALS 
PRIMARILY WITH CURRENT STATE OF PARK TONGSUN AFFAIR AND 
ROKG'S MEASURES TO RESOLVE MATTER. WITH PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION THIS YEAR, SPECULATION IS GROWING THAT NDP 
MIGHT CALL FOR CHANGE IN YUSIN SYSTEMOF INDIRECT ELECTION 
OF PRESIDENT. SUGGESTIONS HAVE RANGED FROM ALLOWING 
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR 
UNIFICATION(NCU) TO SCRAPPING THE NCU ENTIRELY AND 
RETURNING TO DIRECT ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 

4. NDP IS PRESENTLY UNDERGOING ONE OF ITS PERIODIC 
INTRA-PARTY STRUGGLES FOR LEADERSHIP (REFTEL B), AND IT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN IF VARIOUS FACTIONS CAN UNITE WITHIN 
NEXT FEW DAYS TO PRESENT UNIFIED FRONT IN ASSEMBLY. 
GENERAL AGREEMENT EXISTS AMONG CONTENDING FACTIONS THAT 
ECONOMIC ISSUES AND ROK/US RELATIONS SHOULD AND CAN BE 
SUCCESSFULLY RAISED IN ASSEMBLY. IN PARTICULAR, NDP 
STAND TO GAIN PUBLIC SUPPORT BY RAISING POCKETBOOK 

ISSUE OF INFLATION, ESPECIALLY AFTER JANUARY'S SUBSTANTIAL 
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PRICE RISES. CHALLENGE TO YUSIN SYSTEM (SPECIFICALLY 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION SYSTEM) HAS ALREADY BROUGHT 
STATEMENTS OF OPPOSITION FROM RULING PARTY. ALTHOUGH 
NDP FACTIONS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING VARIOUS APPROACHES TO 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, SO FAR, NO CONCENSUS HAS EMERGED. 

IT MAY DEVELOP THAT THIS SUBJECT WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED IN 
ASSEMBLY DUE TO EITHER LACK OF AGREEMENT WITHIN NDP ON 
ITS PARTY POSITION AND/OR SUCCESS OF RULING PARTY IN 
BLOCKING ATTEMPTS TO RAISE ISSUE. 

5. LAST YEAR'S 98TH ASSEMBLY SESSION WAS NOTABLE FOR 
ITS SPIRITED AND INTENSE INTERPELLATION OF CABINET 
MINISTERS. CONTRARY TO PREVIOUS WARNINGS BY RULING PARTY, 
NDP WAS NOT PREVENTED FROM RAISING QUESTIONS EVEN ON 
SUCH FORBIDDEN SUBJECTS AS YUSIN SYSTEM AND REPEAL OF 
EMERGENCY MEASURE NINE. IN ADDITION, MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
98TH SESSION WAS LESS CONTROLLED BY GOVERNMENT THAN IN 
PREVIOUS YEARS. NET RESULT WAS GENERAL PUBLIC IMPRESSION 
THAT ASSEMBLY HAD BECOME MORE MEANINGFUL BODY THAN ITS 
PREVIOUS CHARACTERIZATION AS RUBBER-STAMP DEBATING 
SOCIETY. WE WCPECT ALL OF THESE TRENDS TO CONTINUE IN 
99TH SESSION. 
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6. TERMS OF OFFICE FOR ALL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS EXPIRE 
EARLY NEXT YEAR, AND EVIDENCE OF GROWING PRE-ELECTION 
ATMOSPHERE HAS ALREADY SURFACED. REPRESENTATIVES ARE 
EXPECTED TO USE ASSEMBLY SESSION AS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RECEIVE EXPOSURE BOTH TO PROMOTE THEIR CHANCES FOR PARTY 
NOMINATION AND TO MAKE POLITICAL POINTS WITH THEIR 
CONSTITUENTS. 

STERN 
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